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Santa Claus Delivers the ultimate Christmas gift today-- a new Habitat for Humanity Home to Four children and their parents at ceremony in Bellport
Bellport, NY…Yes Kassandra there is a Santa Claus. Kassandra, 8, will move into  her own room in a new, four bedroom home built by Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk.    The ceremony will take place this morning for the six member Flores family. Santa’s volunteer elves from Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk will turn the keys over to the family at 935 Walker Avenue in Bellport at an11 a.m. ceremony  today December 15, 2005.

“We know every inch of this house,” said Emely Flores, adding, “Jose and I built it along with Stony Brook University volunteers.”  She was referring to the sweat equity required of homeowners in order to qualify for a Habitat house.  All their work during the last year will pay off today when childhood sweethearts, Emely and Jose move into the house with their children, Kassandra, Jose, Jr. 5, and Lila, 4, and Krystle, 2.

“We have been living in a roach and rodent infested converted garage for the last several years,” said Flores.  “I want to thank everyone who helped make it possible for us to live in a safe and affordable home,” she added.  The Flores family received an added bonus when a foundation on the property where their house was to be built was found intact.  “We were able to build on it and give the family more living space,” said Les Scheinfeld, Associate Director of Development for Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk.  Flores said she and her husband plan to build a family room for the children in the basement.  “Habitat trained us to build and now we can fix or add anything we need to this house,” she added.

The Flores’ are a hard working couple.  Jose works during the day and Emely works over night shifts as a stocker so that she can be home in the daytime with her children. 
This home was sponsored by Habitat and Stony Brook University.  Volunteers from the university helped Emely and Jose build the house.  Emerald Magic’s “Christmas Décor” has decorated the house with beautiful lights so that the children can further enjoy their first Christmas in their new, safe and comfortable home.     

 Statistics show that more than 500 single and double income families are living in shelters in Suffolk and need an affordable place to live.  Long Island businesses and individuals have built hope for affordable housing for low-income working families in Suffolk County through a partnership with Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk which has completed 92 houses on Long Island since 1987.
          To learn more about Habitat for Humanity of Suffolk, please visit its web site at www.hfhsuffolk.org or call 631-924-4966. Habitat for Humanity International and its affiliates in 2,250 communities in 100 nations have built more than 200,000 homes to partner families with no-profit, zero-interest mortgages.    
